
     AMWA Honored by MLK              By Doris Dalton 

 In 1962, the Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. visited Cornell Col-
lege in Mount Vernon, Iowa and spoke 
at their chapel gathering. In his inspir-
ing speech, he said, ñI am convinced 
that men hate each other because they 
fear each other. They fear each other 
because they donôt know each other, 
and they donôt know each other be-
cause they donôt communicate with 
each other, and they donôt communi-
cate with each other because they are 
separated from each other.ò  
 The process of breaking down 
barriers through the power of nonvio-
lent transformation is one of the prima-
ry values of the Westchester Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Institute for Nonvio-
lence--as it is for AMWA.Since MLK 
Institute's founding in 1988, we have 
worked to build strong communities 
that are safe for everyone to become 
their whole selves and reach their full 
potential. Some of our successes in-
clude creating dialogues for police and 
young people to engage in understand-
ing, an annual youth conference to 
teach youth about using alternatives to 
violence, and building a library and 
educational resources dedicated to the 
Civil Rights Movement, nonviolence 
and peacemaking. We believe strong 
communities also need celebration, so 
we host an annual dinner to recognize 
local individuals and organizations 
who are community Champions in are-

as of nonviolence, peacemaking and 
civil rights. May 11,2017, we honored 
the American Muslim Womenôs Asso-
ciation as Champions of Building 
Interfaith Bridges. After the national 
tragedy on September 11, 2001, many 
people responded by targeting Mus-
lims. We are thankful that local Mus-
lim women came together to combat 
fear and hate with open love. AM-
WAôs persistent and welcoming work 
building interfaith bridges has made an 
incredible difference to the MLK Insti-
tute, to Westchester County and be-
yond. We believe AMWA deserved 
this recognition as a Champion for 
their persistent work in building inter-
faith bridges through education, train-
ings, relationship-building and advoca-
cy for community needs. We have seen 
AMWA show up for important com-
munity rallies and marches, lead us in 
inspiring interfaith dialogues and ex-
tend invitations to join them in im-
portant religious celebrations.  AM-
WAôs important work has changed the 
course of our community conversa-
tion. The MLK Institute for Nonvio-
lence looks forward to discovering 
more  ways we can partner with AM-
WA in building future interfaith bridg-
es. We hope that more AWMA mem-
bers will get to know us, becausese 
together we can transform our commu-
nities to become safe places for all of 
our neighbors. 
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 AMWAôs annual interfaith 
lunch took place on June 28, 2017 at 
Memorial United Methodist Church in 
White Plains, NY which was a new ven-
ue for this event.  Interestingly enough 
AMWAôs genesis took place at this 
church 16 years ago.  The venue was 
spacious, airy and full of light.  Upon 
entering the premises the guests were 
treated to the aroma of the delicious 
lunch, beautiful and vibrant colors of 
handicrafts and ethnic clothes/
accessories for sale and last but not least   
warm greetings from the ladies of AM-
WA. The festivities started with an in-
troduction from Fozia Khan, President 
of AMWA, who welcomed the crowd.  
She gave a brief history of AMWA for 
the benefit of the new guests and went 
through the agenda for the afternoon.  
Traditionally the AMWA interfaith 
lunch takes place on the first Wednes-
day of June.  However, due to Ramadan 
the date was changed to the last 
Wednesday of June.  The new practice 
will continue for the next two years af-
ter which it will revert to the first 
Wednesday in June. The three speakers 
were Rabbi Fredda Cohen, Chaplain, 
White Plains Hospital, Reverend Carole 
Johanssen, Chaplain at Phelps Memorial 
Hospital and Dr. Mahjabeen Hassan, 
Chairperson of AMWA.  The topic for 
discussion was ñLove thy neigh-
boré..Which neighbor must I loveé..ò 
 Rabbi Cohen started by giving 
the Jewish perspective of the topic for 
discussion.  According to the Torah to 
take care of oneôs neighbors is the crux 
of the faith and theologically central.  
ñWhich neighbor must I loveò means all 
people as Judaism considers all humans 
are created by God and are to be treated 
well.  Leviticus defines neighbor as the 
stranger, the vulnerable, the oppressed, 
etc.  Furthermore, there is no difference 
between Jews and non Jews as all of 
mankind is included.  Rabbi Cohen stat-
ed that according to later Jewish inter-
pretation: 
1. Neighbors should not be mistreated, 
2. Neighbors should be loved, 

3. One should rejoice at the success of 
neighbors, 
4. Neighborsô emotional needs should 
be met (empathy), 
5. One should pray for neighbors, 
6. Sick and elderly neighbors should be 
visited  

т. One should provide for neighborsô 
physical needs and also help them reach 
their potential. 
Rev. Johanssen, giving the Christian 
perspective, started by stating that the 
Good Samaritan is the answer to the 
question who is my neighbor.  She 
briefly narrated the story of the Good 
Samaritan.  Therefore, any man or 
woman in need of mercy is a neighbor.  
Showing mercy to the needy is the heart 
of the teachings of Jesus.  Neighbor 
does not have to be one of us.  One 
should will good for another no matter 
whom.  We may have our prejudices but 
have to overcome them.  Rev. Johanssen 

concluded with a prayer for the human 
family. Lastly, Dr. Hassan gave a power 
point presentation illustrating the topic 
of discussion from the Islamic point of 
view.  She talked about the Quranic 
teachings regarding neighbors, Hadiths 
(apart from the Quran this is a source of 
guidance for Muslims as it refers to the 
sayings and practices of Prophet Mo-
hammed (PBUH)) on this topic and her 
childhood experiences.  According to 
the Quran, Muslims are required to do 
good to parents, kinsfolk, orphans, those 
in need, neighbors near and neighbors 
who are strangers (not related) who 
must be protected and their rights re-
spected.  The Hadiths refer to the rights 
of neighbors.  Examples include: 
                                                         (Continue from page 3) 

2017 
AMWA Programs 

 
March 26, 2017 
Ladies Brunch 
Neha Palace  
1-4 pm 

ééééé. 
April 30, 2017 

Ladies Self-Defense 2nd 
Session 
UWMS  
2-5 pm 

éééééé.. 
June 7, 2017 

Iftar/Dinner; Ramadan 
Experiences at Masjid 

WMC  
7:30-9 pm 

 ééééééé 
June 15, 2017 
Serving dinner at  
Women Shelter 
White Plains 

éééééééé... 
June 28, 2017 

Annual Summer Inter-
faith Luncheon 
"Love thy neighbor... 

Which neighbor must I love: 
Teaching from scripture" 

MUMC  
11:30-1:30 pm 
éééééé. 
October 4, 2017 
Women's Education  

Program 
YWCA 
11:3-1:30 

éééééé.. 
November 12, 2017 
AMWA's Anniversary 

Dinner/Play 
Nawab Restaurant  

 5-7pm 
ééééééé.. 
December  12, 2017 
Daisy Khan  
Book Launch 
Wise-up 

Grinton I. Will Branch, 
Yonkers Library 
6-9 pm 



 On December 12th, 2017 the 
American Muslim Womenôs Associa-
tion hosted a town hall at the Yonkers 
Will Library, in partnership with Exec-
utive Director of the Womenôs Islamic 
Initiative in Spirituality and Equality, 
Daisy Khan. Daisy introduced her new 
movement, WISE UP--Knowledge 
Ends Extremism, to the Westchester 
and Bronx community in this impact-
ful event. WISE UP is a multi-faceted 
campaign to end extremism and terror 
through scholarly knowledge, mass 
collaboration, and educational teach-

ings of the truth about Islam. It also 
focuses on counteracting the acts of 
terrorist organizations such as ISIS and 
outlines the recruitment methods being 
used by them along with how to battle 
such hateful acts through human intel-
ligence and research. The main initia-
tive for WISE UP is to unite communi-
ties in spreading awareness through its 
365-page tool kit that breaks down ex-
tremist ideology and combats its false 
pretenses through evidence based re-
search. With collaboration of over 60 
world-renowned contributors, WISE 
UP proves the facts and addresses criti-

cal issues in todayôs society with re-
gards to ending extremism. The town 
hall evening was comprised of several 
speakers who spoke about the teach-
ings of Islamic peace and stood up 
against the heinous acts of terror in our 
world today. A highlight of the even-
ing included remarks from key notable 
public officials who recognized the 
importance of this work. County Exec-
utive George Latimer, Senator Andrea 
Stewart-Cousins and Assembly mem-
ber Shelley Mayer and Chair of the 
Board of the Westchester County 
Board of legislators, Michael 
Kaplowitz, graced the audience with 
their presence and support for the 
cause. The town hall speeches were 
concluded by an inspirational video 
depicting the contributions of Muslims 
in society and sending a memorable 
reminder that terrorism does not define 
an entire religion or community.  As a 
closing touch to the evening, guests 
got a taste of charitable ice cream from 
the Adirondack Creamery, with owner 
Paul Nasrani who served his unique 
creation, the Syrian Date and Walnut 
flavored ice cream, which was deli-
cious and heartfelt. A vast portion of 
the proceeds made from the ice cream 
sales in stores, are donated towards 
helping Syrian refugees. The ice cream 
cover and container basically sums up 
the message for the evening with 
ñPeaceò written in different languages 
and with its impressionably printed 
statement as a reminder to us all, ñWe 
are all immigrantsò. 

AMWA Supported events 
 

January 8, 2017 
 MLK Annual Concert  

Kol-Ami 
éééééé. 
January 11, 2017 
Stories of Escape  
And  Resettlement  

Congregation Sons of Israel 
  ééééééé.. 
January 22, 2017 
Tastes of Freedom  
Luncheon, honoring 
 legacy of MLK Jr 

"Muslim living in America 
and what are some key ways 
Non-Muslims can help in 
realizing America's Promise 
of equality for all? " 
ééééééé. 
January  22, 2017  

Workshop  Session for 
Community Organizations 
and Faith Groups  

Hosted by the Dominican 
Sisters of Hope 

éééééééé. 
February 1, 2017 
Travel Unity 
Dr. Hassan 

ééééééé.. 
February 22, 2017 
Purchase College 
 Dr. Hassan 

ééééééé.. 
May 1, 2017 
Islam 101 

Fozia K, Nasreen Hussain 
Ayesha Khan 

Connelly Center, NYC 
ééééééé. 
May 8 , 2017 
Islam 101 
Fozia Khan, 

Farzana Habib Levy, 
Yolanda Idrees 
Mead School, Ct 
ééééééé.. 
May 11, 2017 

MLK Celebration of  
Champions Awards  
Dinner & Benefit  
Community Unitarian  
Universalist Church 

WISE UP  Yonkers Town Hall-Combatting Terrorism 
through Knowledge and Peace                   By: Maria Abdullah 
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1. If a neighbor is ill, pay him/her a 
visit, 
2. If something bad happens to a 
neighbor, console him/her, 
3. If a neighbor asks for help do so, 
4. When purchasing food, send some 
as a gift for your neighbor and 
5. If your neighbor can smell your 
cooking send some over. 
According to the Hadiths, Prophet Mo-
hammed (PBUH) stated that no person 

is of faith unless he loves for his neigh-
bor what he loves for himself.  He also 
said that one who sleeps know his 
neighbor is hungry does not believe in 
me.  Finally, Dr. Hassan fondly re-
called memories from her childhood 
when her neighbors would cook deli-
cious meals and would send some to 
her family. These three presentations 
were followed by an animated question 
and answer session. It was a most en-
joyable and informative afternoon.   



On October 7th, 2017, ICNA 
Sisters' Wing organized the first ever 
American Muslim Women's Confer-
ence which was held at the Marriot 
Chantilly, Virginia.  This unique event 
was meant to reflect on the different 
ways  Muslim women may change the 
narrative of Muslim Women in the 
United States, and to highlight the con-
tributions of an increasing number both 
at the national and the local level, 
among them the members of AMWA. 
One of the main purpose of the confer-
ence was to emphasize the importance 
to unite and work together in order to 
change the narrative and to stand as 
one. It gathered around 400 guests from 
all over the country, mainly activists, 
teachers, social workers, journalists, 
representatives of different Muslim or-
ganizations, but also a few non-
Muslims.  
The program started with the reading of 
the Holy Quran followed by the reading 
of the Preamble to the Constitution  of 
Unites States of America. The morning 
session included prominent speakers, 
among them Dr Zainad Alwani, profes-
sor of Islamic Studies program at How-
ard University School of Divinity, the 
first female jurist to serve on the board 
of the Fiqh Council of North America, 
Aisha Al Adawiya chairperson of the 
well-known organization Women in 
Islam located in New York. The panel 
dealt with issues on the way Muslim 
women are defined in today's society, 
their journey in the US through the pas-
sage of time and concluded on an opti-
mistic note with their Rise as leaders 
not only in the domestic sphere, but 
also in the public sphere  unveiling an 
underestimated power. Following the 
lunch and prayer break, two parallel 
panel sessions were proposed to the 
audience. The first one entitled " Op-
pression: What, Where  and When" 
gathered panelist such as Dr Alwani, or 
Zahra Billoo the Executive Direct of 
CAIR-California in Santa Clara. who 
dealt with the different ways Muslim 

women were oppressed in the US. The 
second panel "Through the Filters: 
Myth Vs Reality" mainly dealt with the 
ways Muslim women were depicted in 
the media and how they can remedy to 
the prevailing negative image of wom-
en often portrayed as mute and submis-
sive. At last but not least, Dr Mahja-
been Hassan, AMWA Chairperson, was 
one of the four panelists of the last 
main hall session entitled "Land of the 
Free and the Home of The Brave". It 
focused on areas where American Mus-
lim women have already been contrib-
uting. Dr Hassan's participation to the 
talk was meant to bring her expertise 
and knowledge in the field. AMWA 
with its formidable background and 
achievements at the local level since its 
creation has undoubtedly succeeded in 
building a counter-narrative through its 
multiple interfaith dialogues since 9/11. 
Dr Hassan mentioned the fact that AM-
WA tried its best to get as many people 
to come out as Muslims because the 
number of requests on Islam has dra-
matically increased since the attacks. 
During her speech, Dr. Hassan deliv-
ered a strong and authentic message : 
"do not forget the power of one". One 
must not think that he/she is the only 
Muslim in his or her area or that he/she 
is not a specialist in Islamic studies that 
he/she cannot make a change.  
(Continue from page 5) 

AMWA Supported events 
 

August 10 , 2017 
KICKOFF Breakfast  
Westchester  Marriott 
éééééé.. 
September 5, 2017 
Women of Faith 
Dr. Hassan 

Presbyterian Church  
ééééééé 
September 24, 2017 
Alzheimer Walk  
SUNY Purchase 
éééééé. 
October 3, 2017 
Story of Hagar  
Islamic Perspective 
Shahida Qadir 
éééééé 
October 7, 2017 
National Women's  
Conference  
Washington DC  
ééééééé.. 
October 15, 2017 
ACS walk  

Manhattanville College 
ééééééé 
October 23, 2017 

White Plains Interfaith 
Women 's Council  
Fall Luncheon 
ééééé. 
October 26, 2017  

Scarsdale/Hartsdale Women 
Interfaith Council  

Fall Luncheon 
ééééé.. 
October 27, 2017 
Teacher Workshop  

LICSS    
Sakina Collins  
Nasreen Hussain,  

Ayesha khan, Fozia K, 
Barbara Petzen 
...éééé.. 

November 9 , 2017 
Islam ,Women in Islam 

Dr. Hassan 
ééééé.. 

November 19-21 , 2017 
Project S.H.A.R.E  
Food Preparation 

The First American Muslim Women's Conference                                                                                 
By Karima Djennane 


